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THE 


PREFACE. 


TH E frequent Practice of profane 
Secearing in theſe Parts, ſtirr'd up 
the Godly Zeal of our deceas'd Friend, 
(Joſhua Middleton of Newcaſtle pon 
Tyne) to write and publiſh this ſmall 
Book in Love and Compaſſion to his 
Countrymen (in the Tear 1708) and al- 
ſo to give them the whole Impreſſion gra- 
tis, and we have Reaſon to believe that 
it was of good Service at that Time; 
but, as it is now out of Print, and in a 
Manner forgot, and as the ſame Occaſion 
ig ſtill contiuned to a very great Nezree, 
we are coucerned; with the ſame ] je, 
to cauſe another 7 of it to be prin- 
2 ted 


1 

ted at aur Expence, aud given away 
gratis, hoping it may be * further Ser- 
vice, eſpecially to thoſe that will read it 
ſer ion + and in the Fear of the LORD, 
whoſe Name we ought not to mention, 
out with Awe and Reverence. 


From the Quarterly Meet- 
ing of the People call'd 
Daakers, held at Durham 
tHe 6th of the 11th Month, 


17355 
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| A Tender and conipaſſimate 
„ CALL ie profane Swear- 
| ers, and Takers of the Holy 
| Name of GoD in vain. 


3 all you proſane Swearers, and 
| who take in vain the Holy 
Name of God, this is a Call to 
you, to conſider, and to remember God 
your Creator, who gives you Lite, 
\- Breath and Being, who hath ſaid, Thou 
| ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord thy 


\ 


(rod in vain, 2 the Lord will not hold 
bim guiltleſs that taketh his Name in vain. 
Which Commandment is fo little res 


< garded 
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garded, or taken Notice of, that no- 
thing is more frequent in your Conmu« 
nication, than the breaking it, taking 
that Holy and Sacred Name into your 
Mouths, without any Senſe, OT Fear, 


or Reverence, and calling upon him to 


damn and curſe yourſelves, and one a- 
nother. 

The Conſideration of which Impie- 
ty and abounding Wickedneſs, hath 
many a Time ſadned my Heart as I have 


paſſed along the Streets and Places of 


Concourſe; and therefore, in a Concern 
for the Honour of the Great God, and 
in Compaſſion to your Immortal Souls, 
I have been moved to addreſs myſelf to 
you on this wiſe, beſceching you to con- 
ſider the Danger you are expoſing your- 
ſelves unto, whilſt ye perliſt therein, in 


Contempt of God and his Law, and of 
the Command of Feſus Chriſt, who ſaid, | 
Swear not at all, but let vour Communi- 


cation be yea, yea, nay, nay; and that 
whatſocycr is more than theſe, cometh 


erer 
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hath 
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of Evil, and alſo in Contempt and De- 
ſpite to his Holy and Bleſſed Spirit in 
our own Conſciences, which at Times, 
i doubt not convinceth you of this 
Evil, as well as others you may be guil- 
ty of, and makes ſome of you many 


Times confeſs you ought not to do ſo, 


and will be a Witneſs againſt you if ye 
repent not; I beſeech you therefore in 
the Love of God, who willeth not your 
Deſtruction, but is long-ſuffering to you, 


and giving you Time and Space of Re- 


pentance; I beſeech you in the Bowels 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who laid 
down his Life a Ranſom tor you, that 
you would no longer abuſe the Long- 
ſuffering of God (or fruſtrate and make 
void the Grace and Mercy ſhew'd you 
in and through him) by doing Deſpite 
to his Spirit, and grieving it from Day 
to Day, by your Curling, Swearing, 


| and other your ungadly Converſation ; 


proclaiming your Sins like Sodom, with- 
out Fear or Reyerence either of God or 
Man 


\ 
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Man, as if you would bid Defiance to 
the Great and Eternal God, or indeed, 
rather as if you faid in your Hearts, 
there were no God: But I would hope, 
concerning many, if not moſt of yon, 
to whoſe Hands this may come, that 
you are not of that Atheiſtical Principle, 
but will proſeſs to believe that there is 
one only true God, Maker of Heaven 
and Earth, and of all Things that there- 
in is, and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Sa- 
viour and Redeemer of Mankind; and, 
I hope you belicve, according to the, 
Scripture, . that there is alſo one Holy: 
and Bleſſed Spirit, the Sanctifier. | 

If it were not 1o, I ſhould think it 
Labour in vain to concern myſelf with 
you, but having a better Hope concern» 
ing you, I am cncourag'd to this Labour 
of Love towards you, it happily this 
my tender and compaſſionate Call 
might awaken you out of that deep 


Stupidity in which yor are paſſing away 


your moſt precious Time : And O! that : 


1 

T could lift up my Voice like a Trum- 
pet to you, to make you ſenſible of 
your Tranſgreſſion, ſo as to beget in 
you a Godly Sorrow that might work 
Repentance, that ſo your Sins might be 
blotted out, when the Time of Refreſh- 
ment ſhall come from the Preſence of 
the Lord. O that I could awaken you 
to a Conſideration of your Ways, which 
lead down to Hell, to Tophet, that is 
prepar'd of old for the Ungodly, where 
the Worm dieth not, nor the Fire is ever 
to be quenched ! O ye Labourers and 
Artificers of all Sorts, amengſt whom this 
horrid Impiety and Wickedneſs abounds, 
hoth in Male and Female, in Young 
and Old; let me reaſon a little with 
you, ye Fathers and Mothers who have 
Children which are given to you, that 
you ſhould bring them up in the Fear 
of God, and he good Examples to them, 
whilſt, on the contrary, you are tcach- 
ing them by your Example to curſe, 
and ſwear, ne. proſegs the Holy Name 
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Man, as ij you would bid Defiance to 
the Great and Eternal God, or indeed, 


rather as if you faid in your Hea aN 
there were no God: But I would ho PC, 
concerning many, if not moſt of yon, 
to whoſe Hands this m may come, th: 10 
you are not of that Atheiſlicai Principle, 
but will protcis to believe that there 3, 
one only true God, Maker of Heaven 
and Earth, and of al Things that there- 
in is, and one Lod Jeſus 05 Fit, 
viour and Redeemer of Mankir d; and, 
T hope you believe, according to : e 
Scripture, that there is alſo one tc 7 
and Blefled Spirit, tlie Sanctitzer. 
If it were not 10, 1 jhould think it 
Labour in vain to concern myſcli with 
> but having 2 be: {ct Hope Cone 
ing you, I am encourag d to this Labour 
of Love towards you, if happily this 
my tender and compa}! onate Call 
might awaken vou out of that qeep 
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T could lift up my Voice like a Trum- 
pet to you, to make you ſenſible of 
your Tranſgreſſion, ſo as to beget in 
you a Godly Sorrow that might work 
Repentance, that ſo your Sins might be 
blotted out, when the Time of Reſreſh- 
ment ſhall come from the Preſence of 
the Lord. O that I could awaken yon 
ro a Conſideration of your Ways, which 
lead down to Hell, to Tophet, that is 
prepaid of old for the Ungodly, where 
the Worm dieth not, nor the Fire is ever 
to be quenched ! O ye Labourers and 
Actiicers of all Sorts, amcngſt whom this 
horrid Impiety and Wickedneſs abounds, 
hoth in Male and Female, in Young, 
and Old; let me reaſon a little with 
you, ye Fathers and Mothers who have 
Children which are given to you, that 
you ſhould bring them up in the Fear 
of God, and he good Examples to them, 

whilſt, on the contrary, you are tcac b 
ing them by your Example to curte, 


and ſwear, and profane the Holy Name 
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of God from Day to Day: How wil 
you anſwer this in the great Day of 
Account? will not the Lord ſurely vi- 
fir tor theſe Things, and be avenged 
on ſuch as caſt his Law behind their 
Backs? Yea, ſurely the Day is haſte 
ning wherein he will caſe kim of his 
Enemies; and avenge him of his Ad- 
verlarics, and render to every one ac- 
curding to their Works; Tribulation 
and Wrath unto the Evil-doers and 
Workers of Iniquity. For this Cauſe 
is my Cry to you, ro turn from your 
evil Ways, tur this is my Call unto you 
tur Repentance and Amendment, that 
you may eſcape the Wrath and Judg- 
nent of the Great God; for this Cauſe, 
O ye my Neighbours, am I concern'd 
ior you, that you may not ſell your 
heavenly Birth-right for a Thing of 
nought. Let me give you to know, 
that tho? many of your States and 
Cutlitions in this World are in a low 
Legler in Compariſon of many others, 


yet 
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yet you are bom unto, and have equal 
Right and Capacity to an everlaſting 
Inheritance in the World to come, and 
to a Crown of immortal Glory in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. I fay unto you, 
O ye poor, and of low Degree in this 
World, you have equal Capacity of 
poſſeſſing theſe heavenly Bleſſings with 
Kings and Nobles of the Farth. To 
you is the Goſpel of Eternal Lite 
preached as well as to the Rich, the 
Great and Honourable amongft Men ; 
Will you then, with Zſau, ſell vour 
ſpiritual Birth-right for that which is 
« no Profit, no Advantage ? will you 
forefeit your Right in this Purchaſe 
that CHRIST by his Death and 
Sufferings hath made for you ? will ye 
provoke the Lord to diſinherit you, and 
forecloſe you from any Right of Claim 
to an Entrance into the heavenly Pol- 
leſſions? Oh! by no Means be ve _ 
ty of fo great Folly and Madneſs, hut, 
whilſt it is called Tod; ay, turn to the 

B 2 1 ord 
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Lord by Repentance, and let the Fear 
of God have Place in your Minds, and 
take ub a Reſolution to mend your 
Ways; and as you are ſincerely reſol- 
ved of reforming, he will give you 
more of his good Spirit to help your 
Infirmities; and that which hath been 
your Reprover for Evil-doing, will be- 
come your Comforter in Well-doing. 
O that you were ſenſible of that Con- 
cern I have for you: O that you would 
{y:npathize and take a Part with me in 
the Travail of Soul for your everlaſting 
Welfare. O that you would mourn a 
little with me, who am a Mourner for 
you, as at this very Time, 1o at many 
others, when I think of you, and the 
Inſenfibility wherein you live, not ha- 
ving God in your Thoughts as you 
ought to have, tho' taking his Name 
into your Mouths profancly from Day 
to Dav, I ſay, for this I am a Mous- 
ner on your Behalf, and in my Mea- 
jure bear about me the Senſe of the 
Sul 
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B 
forings of Chrilt, who hath born all 
our Griets, and carried our Sorrows. 
O therefore for his Sake be perſuaded 
to return to the Tord, and to his Wit- 
nel3 that he ith placed in your Hearts; 
and look upon him whom you have 


pierced, and mourn over him; let 
your Laughter an Jollity be turned 
into Seriouſnels and a weighty Conſt- 
de ration of what helongs to your eve 
laſting Peace before it be too late, and 
the Day of Mercy be over: And ſeek 
th: Lord while he is to be found, and 
call upon him to forgive you your 
Tranſgreſſions, as you have heretofore 
called upon him to curſe you, and to 
damn your Neighbour without Senfe 
or Fear, now call upon him in Fear, 
and i in a Senſe of his Preſence: And as 
you thus call upon the Lord, he will 
hear and forgive you, and will make 
known himſelf unto you, and teach 
vou the Way in which he would have 
{you to go; and as you are willing to 
| leave 


leave and ſorſake your own Ways, an 
take up the Croſs to your own Wills, th. 
and evil Inclinations. he will comfort a 
vou over all your Toils and hard La- 13 4 
bour that you may endure, and give La 
you that Hope, that will ſtay and an- 7 
chor your Souls, and make you con- , 

tent in your Conditions in this Life, "a 

looking over and beyond the tranſi irory',, * 
and uncertain Enjoyments thereof, un- „ 
to thoſe that are eternal, and ſhall ne- 


ver come to an End. 


4 Lord 


him, 


godlt, 


So now having in much Tendemeſs. 7? 


and Compaſſion open'd my Heart toll, 
you in theſe few Lines, as it pleaſed © 

the Lord to dictate to me, I preſent! 
them to you, as a Token of that true 
and unfeigned Love I have for you, 2 
and Deſire of your everlaſting Wel £1 
fare; and I am not without: Hope o uf 
their being of Service, at leaſt to lome ©, 
of you, in order to reform, and therc- 
in J ſhall greatly rejoice ; however, 
Mall commit the Ifluc hereof to the! 
Lid, 


for c 
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's, and Lord, and ſhall recommend you all to 
Wills him, and to the Word of his Grace, 
omſort to that Word that's not afar off from 
d La 27 of you, but as the Servant of the 
d give Lord, Moſes, ſaid, Is nigh unto you, 
nd an eve in your Heart and in your Mouth, 
3 that you may obey it, and do it; that 
Life. Word may dwell plentifully in 
1 1 ſo as to accompany you at all Times 
of un. Y Night and by Day, in your Labour 
8 and Reſt, to teach you to deny all Un- 
„ N 2 ſinful os and to live ſo- 

berly, riehteoajly, and godly in this pre- 
— World, = what I i deſire, 50 
pleaſcd as the Lord hath given us our Lot to- 
p reſemt Sether, we may be one another's Joy, 
a true nd not a Grief one to another; every 
T you one iii our ſeveral Places, wherein he 
„Wel. hath tet us, labouring to approve our- 
bs pe 0 fclves in his Sight, to whom we owe 
5 0G all Honour, Glory and Praiſe, and who 


only and alone is worthy of it, now and 


| therc« th 
Wever, bir 
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